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Prairies and 
savannas were 
once the most 
widespread habitats 
in the Willamette 
Valley and were 
composed of native 
grasses, wildflowers 
and large Oregon 
white oak trees.

Many native plants, 
such as Nelson’s checkermallow, are now rare and declining 
due to largescale conversion to other land uses.

2008: 
Estimated 
to be 
47,000 acres

Oregon’s state bird, the western meadowlark, depends 
on large areas of native grasslands for nesting and 
brood rearing.

1850: 
Estimated 
to be 
1,840,000 
acres
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